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Jackson County Board of Commissioners
Meeting Minutes
Monday, January

13, 2020 • 6: 00 P. M.

The Jackson County Board of Commissioners met on Monday, January 13, 2020 at 6: 00 p. m.
in the Jury Assembly Room at the Jackson County Courthouse, 5000 Jackson Parkway,
Jefferson, Georgia.
Commissioners Present: Tom Crow, Chairman
Jim Hix, Commissioner District 1

Chas Hardy, Commissioner District 2
Ralph Richardson, Jr., Commissioner District 3

Marty Seagraves, Commissioner District 4
Staff Present:

Chris Hamilton, County Attorney
Kevin Poe, County Manager
Gina Roy, Public Development Director
Justin Crighton, Planner

Kyle Funderburk, Mainstreet News/ Jackson Herald

Press:

A.

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Tom Crow called the meeting to order at 6: 01 p. m.
B.

INVOCATION:

County Manager Kevin Poe gave the invocation.
C.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Ralph Richardson, Jr.
D.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes for Regular Meeting Held on December 16, 2019:
A

motion

approve

was

the

minutes

discussion, the

L

made

by

Commissioner

for the

vote was

regular

taken

and

Hix,

seconded

board meeting held

the

motion passed

on

by

Commissioner

Seagraves, to

December 16, 2019.

unanimously. ( Vote 5 — 0)

Hearing no
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CITIZEN INPUT:

E.

Greg Pittman, Jackson County Cooperative Extension, announced that April Edwards
would be the new 4- H Agent for the County. There are more than 1, 280 active students in
In addition to in- school meetings and specialty clubs, Jackson County
served an additional 5, 150 students through community events. With 166 adult volunteer

the 4- H

program.

leaders in the Jackson County program, volunteers served over 4, 000 hours in 2019.
Thus, making Jackson County' s specialty clubs, community outreach programs, and 4- H
events a huge success. April has been with Jackson County Cooperative Extension since
2017.

REPORTS:

F.

None

RECOGNITIONS, APPOINTMENTS AND SPECIAL ITEMS:

G.

1) 2020 Calendar of Meetings for the Jackson County Board of Commissioners:

A motion was made by Chairman Crow, seconded by Commissioner Hardy, to approve the 2020
calendar of meetings for the Jackson County Board of Commissioners.
Hearing no discussion,
the

vote was

taken

and

the

motion passed

unanimously. ( Vote 5 — 0)

2) Selection of a Vice- Chairman:

A motion was made by Chairman Crow, seconded by Commissioner Seagraves, to appoint
Commissioner Jim Hix as the Vice- Chairman for the year 2020. Hearing no discussion, the vote
was

taken

and

the

motion passed

unanimously. ( Vote 5— 0)

3) Jackson County Airport Authority —1 Upcoming Vacancy ( 3- year term):
John Peebles — (District 5— Term expires December 31, 2019)

A motion was made by Chairman Crow, seconded by Commissioner Hix, to reappoint John
Peebles to the Jackson County Airport Authority. Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and
the

motion passed

unanimously. ( Vote 5 — 0)

4) Jackson County Parks & Recreation Advisory Board —5 Upcoming Vacancies —1- year
term:

Bucky Sorrow— (District

5— Term expires December 31, 2019)

A motion was made by Chairman Crow, seconded by Commissioner Seagraves, to reappoint
Bucky Sorrow to the Jackson County Parks & Recreation Advisory Board. Hearing no discussion,
the

vote was

taken

and

the

motion passed

unanimously. ( Vote 5 — 0)
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H.

CONSENT AGENDA:
None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
None

J.

NEW BUSINESS:
5) Qualifying Fees for 2020 Elections:

Kevin Poe)

Approve the resolution setting the Qualifying Fees for 2020.
Chairman Crow asked that since the resolution noted the fees for Chairman, District 1, and
District 2, if District 3
motion

to

seconded

approve

the

or

the

motion.

District 4

resolution

would make

the

motion.

Commissioner Richardson made a

setting the qualifying fees for 2020. Commissioner Seagraves

Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the motion passed

unanimously. ( Vote 5— 0)
6)

Request for the Board to Consent to

a

Request for Deannexation:

Gina Roy)

To request for the Board to consent to consider the proposed deannexation of property

identified as Map 069/ Parcel 001 B, located off of Highway 11 and on Crows Lake Circle,
0. 62 acres.

Chairman Crow noted that the property in question was owned by his brother, Charles Crow, who
to attend. Chairman Crow recused himself, but would answer any questions in

was not able

regard to the presentation of the request.

Gina Roy addressed the board and noted that the subject parcel was annexed into the City of
Jefferson

years

back, but there is

a process

for deannexation.

First the board would have to

consent to the deannexation with a resolution. Then, Mr. Charles Crow would have to apply for
zoning, since zonings between the County and the City of Jefferson are not the same.
Throughout this process, a copy of the consent would be heard before the City of Jefferson' s
Council at their February meeting. If they consent, then Mr. Charles Crow would be eligible for a
deannexation and zoning hearing at the board' s March meeting.
Chairman Crow

represented

the

applicant,

his brother, Charles Crow,

who was absent.

He noted

that at one point, this property was going to be purchased by a buyer who was interested in
placing a commercial business on it. This individual reached out to the City of Jefferson for their
requirements and regulations for this type of development, and received those along with

annexation paperwork. The annexation paperwork was never completed, but the City of
Jefferson

annexed

the property,

anyways.

Mr. Charles Crow did not know that this had been

done until he reached out to Jackson County for zoning information and found out he was indeed
within

city limits.
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Commissioner Hix made a motion to authorize the resolution, consenting to deannexation of the
subject property. Commissioner Richardson seconded the motion.
Hearing no discussion, the
taken

vote was

and

the

motion passed.

Chairman Crow recused himself from the vote.

Vote 4 — 0)

7) Authorize Purchase

of

Kevin Poe)

Skid Steer for Solid Waste Department:

Authorize the procurement of a skid steer for the Solid Waste Department from Yancey
Brothers, Dacula, GA in the amount of$ 43, 365.

County Manager Kevin Poe addressed the board and noted that an ITB was released requesting
proposals to furnish one skid steer for the Solid Waste Department with the 2020 allocated
budget. He noted that the low bid did not meet specifications, so it was recommended to go with

the second low bid from Yancey Brothers for the Caterpillar 246 skid steer for $43, 365.
Commissioner Seagraves

asked a question

regarding the possibility

of a

trade- in.

Mr. Poe noted

that more could be made selling the equipment through surplus in comparison to the trade- in
value.

Chairman Crow made a motion to authorize the procurement of the skid steer for the Solid Waste

Yancey Brothers in the amount of$ 43, 365. Commissioner Hix seconded
Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.

Department from
motion.

the

Vote 5— 0)

8) Consulting Services for the Procurement of a New Public Safety Communication System:
Kevin Poe)

Approve the proposal from TUSA Consulting Services II, LLC ( TUSA) to provide consulting
safety radio communication system. The
cost for these services will be based on actual expenses and hours worked, not to exceed
services

for the

procurement of a new public

39, 780.

County Manager Kevin Poe addressed the board and noted that the proposal would only be for
services. This group would put together a proposal, developing technical
specifications for the RFP and work with the County through the review of the request for
proposals when they are turned in.
the consulting

Chairman Crow noted that this company has worked with other communities and they do not
have any ties with one specific provider or supplier. They analyze the case- by- case situations
and make recommendations based on different scenarios.
Mr. Poe noted that the company
would take the information as it came in and make a recommendation based on what would be in

the best interest of Jackson County.
Commissioner Hix

asked

if this company

would

do any type

of

follow- up. Mr. Poe noted that with

this proposal, they would be the project manager once the project was bid out to make sure that
everything was being done correctly and according to specifications. Mr. Poe stated that the

investment put into this company is going to make the return well worth it, by saving a significant
amount of

money

and

assuring that

we get what we

initially

asked

for.
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Commissioner Seagraves asked who the company had worked with, in terms of County
department

representatives.

Mr. Poe noted that there had been great representation through the

local agencies and that many responses had been collected via survey. Sheriff Janis Mangum
mentioned that the Sheriff's Department had worked with Bryan Bullock, Jackson County EMA
Director, through this process. Mr. Poe noted that there is a working group of about 10 people
that represent different law enforcement agencies and great feedback was obtained from them on
items that needed to be addressed.

Chairman Crow noted that this system would be utilized by all public safety, law enforcement
agencies, animal control,

Georgia State Patrol,

utilities,

the

school systems (

buses), etc. and that

it would be much more efficient to have one system that everyone could use, rather than four or

five different systems.

Chairman Crow made a motion to approve the proposal from TUSA Consulting Services II, LLC
TUSA) to provide consulting services for the procurement of a new public safety radio
communication system, not

Hearing

K.

no

discussion, the

to

exceed $

vote was

39, 780. Commissioner Hix seconded the motion.

taken

and

the

motion passed

unanimously. ( Vote 5— 0)

ZONING RELATED BUSINESS:
New Business:
9)

RZ- 19- 37 — Claudia Madera, 1707 Mountain Creek Church Road, Pendergrass, GA; 5. 62
acres; rezone

from A- 2 to A- R. (

Map 109/ Parcel 060)

Planning Staff Recommendation:

Approval

Planning Commission Recommendation:

Approval

Justin Crighton gave the staff report. The applicant is requesting to rezone 5. 62 acres at 1707
Mountain Creek Church Rd., Pendergrass, GA from A- 2 ( Agricultural Rural Farm District) to A- R

Agricultural Residential District) in order to subdivide the property for single- family residential
use.

within

The property gains access from Mountain Creek Church Road. Public water is available
1, 500 ft. of the property provided by the Jackson County Water & Sewerage Authority, but

no public sewer available

in the

area.

Staff and Planning Commission recommended approval.

County Attorney Chris Hamilton opened the public hearing. Claudia Madera, 1707 Mountain
Creek Church Road, Pendergrass, GA addressed the board and noted that she was trying to
build a house behind her parents' house and would need to rezone the property to be able to do
so. There was no opposition to the request and the public hearing was closed.
Commissioner Richardson made the motion to approve RZ- 19- 37. Commissioner Seagraves
seconded

the

motion.

Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the motion passed

unanimously. ( Vote 5— 0)
1)

RZ- 19- 38 — Kedrick
A- 2 to A- R. (

Slew-

C. Scott, 3649 Highway 60, Pendergrass, GA; 4. 81 acres; rezone from

Map 110/ Parcel 019A)

Planning Staff Recommendation:
Planning Commission Recommendation:

Approval with 1 condition
Approval

with

1

condition
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Justin Crighton gave the staff report. The applicant is requesting to rezone 4. 81 acres at 3649

Hwy. 60, Pendergrass, GA from A-2 ( Agricultural Rural Farm District) to A- R ( Agricultural
Residential District) in order to subdivide the property for single- family residential use. The
property gains access from Hwy. 60 and Pocket Road. Public water is available within 1, 500 ft. of
the property provided by the Jackson County Water and Sewerage Authority. There is no public
sewer available within 1, 500 ft. Staff and Planning Commission recommended approval with one
condition:

1.

Side

setback on proposed

Tract# 1 shall be 20 ft. to accommodate the existing

accessory structure.

County Attorney
Hoschton, GA

Chris Hamilton

addressed

hearing. Kedrick C. Scott, 4875 Hwy. 332,
His mother-in- law, Marilyn Carlyle, owns the property at

opened

the board.

the

public

3649 Hwy. 60, Pendergrass, GA. Ms. Carlyle would like to rezone the property from A-2
Agricultural Rural Farm District) to A- R ( Agriculture Residential District) in order to subdivide the

4. 81 acre tract into 2 lots so that her daughter and son- in- law can build a house next to her. They
request that Tract# 1' s side setback line be reduced from 40 ft. to 20 ft. for the existing garage.
There was no opposition to the request and the public hearing was closed.
Commissioner Richardson made the motion to approve RZ- 19- 38 with the one recommended
condition.

1.

Side

setback on proposed

Tract#

1 shall be 20 ft. to accommodate the existing

accessory structure.
Commissioner Seagraves
the

L.

motion passed

seconded

the

motion.

Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and

unanimously. ( Vote 5 — 0)

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
None

M. ADJOURNMENT:

Tom Crow declared the meeting adjourned at 6: 37 p. m.

j
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All printed material/ documentation presented is filed in Board Minute Addendum Book No. 13- P and

hereby becomes a part of the official minutes.

Minutes Approved:

Monday, February 3, 2020.

JACKSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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